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                                                              ABSTRACT 
 
This dissertation scrutinizes the post-Cold War dynamics of the Bangladesh-China 
relationship with a particular focus on the issues in relation to bilateral political dialogue and 
economic cooperation. In exploring the contemporary nature of the Bangladesh-China 
relations, the dissertation also seeks to assess the accuracy of predominant neorealist accounts 
of the Bangladesh-China relationship. Since the birth of Bangladesh, in the context of 
struggling and competitive elements of Sino-Indian relationship in South Asia, most analysts 
have continued to emphasize the politico-military connection between Bangladesh and China. 
In contrast, from a neoliberal approach, mostly using the principles of Interdependence 
Theory along with the concept of political economy, this dissertation argues that given the 
post-Cold War transformation, Bangladesh–China relations clearly have evolved as an 
example of an economic and commercial relationship with limited political and strategic 
implications.  
 
To develop the argument, the dissertation first reviews the geo-political and geo-economic 
significance of Bangladesh and China in the South Asian paradigm (chapter two). This study 
not only analyzes Bangladesh’s thirst for economic development but also addresses China’s 
soaring energy demands. Therefore, the importance of the Indian Ocean and the relations 
with the littoral states of the Indian Ocean Rim are also discussed. To put the theme in the 
topical relevance, the early Bangladesh-China contacts in cultural and trade fields as well as 
the significance of South-South Cooperation are appraised in quest of the historical legacy in 
their association.  
 
Subsequently, the dissertation examines the crucial features of Bangladesh-China relations 
during Cold War to provide an appropriate contextual background (chapter three), which is 
used further to determine the differences between Cold War and post-Cold War dispositions 
of the relations. With an appraisal of past development of Bangladesh-China relations the 
dissertation agrees with existing literature that it was the notion of ‘Indian expansionism’ and 
‘Soviet hegemonism’, which stimulated the friendship between Bangladesh and China 
throughout the Cold War period. 
 
Thereafter, the dissertation explores the multichannel political dialogues between Bangladesh 
















state to state exchanges, it also scrutinizes the newly emerging connections among non-state 
sectors, including the business community, and civil society. Acknowledging the credibility 
of political interests, such as the Taiwan issue, overall, it is found that the politico-military 
argument is overstated in existing literature.  
                                                       
The dissertation then moves on to explore the economic elements within the Bangladesh-
China relationship based on growing trade, investment, aid, energy convergence and tourism 
consensus. In the economic realm (chapter five) it is found that Bangladesh-China bilateral 
trade is increasingly being framed institutionally and rapidly expanding every year. The 
dissertation accentuates how Bangladesh and China are mutually benefited from the ceaseless 
expansion of economic relations between two countries. It reveals that while China relied on 
Bangladesh for cheap labor and new consumers, Bangladesh relied on China for financial 
investments and cheap technologies. The areas where the Bangladesh-China economic 
relationship could be fruitfully expanded are traced and the great potential of bilateral energy 
cooperation is discussed.    
 
This then leads into discerning a set of causal factors that exist in Bangladesh–China 
cooperation dynamics, and into assessing the contribution of those forces in evolving and 
shaping the relations in the post-Cold War period (chapter six). The dissertation reveals that 
the domestic factors essentially are the base of Bangladesh-China bonhomie. It also 
ascertains that an exclusively neorealist outlook to relate ‘India factor’ in Bangladesh-China 
relation is impoverished. Theoretical insights from neoliberal institutionalism and political 
economy can reasonably explain the changing dynamics of Bangladesh-China relations. 
While this dissertation conclusively demonstrates that Bangladesh-China relation has never 
been a threat to India in the post-Cold War period, it also recommends Bangladesh to take a 
proactive policy for both China and India and become a conduit connecting two powerful 
neighbors (chapter seven). 
 
Finally, this dissertation concludes that notwithstanding the Byzantine structure of 
international relations in the 21st century, Bangladesh and China will maintain a trouble-free 
relation aiming at economic development through cooperation, which will be beneficial to the 
people of both countries in particular and to the developing world in general.  
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